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learned the blessings of the home it had left, and yet
it found some who had got beyond it in learning, just
as some self-educated men surpass those who have
been taught at the schools.    The Jews learned from
the Persians to think of God as 'Being of all beings.3
This, indeed, they might have discovered in their own
books had their reason been sufficiently developed, but
it was not.    Eevelation hitherto had  guided their
reason, and now reason gives clearness to their revela-
tion.    Among the Persians and Chaldeans, and in the
schools of Alexandria, the Jews learned the doctrine
of immortality.    There may have been hints of it and
allusions to it in their own Scriptures, but they were
not clear, and so it never became the creed of more
than a section of the Jewish people.    The Old Testa-
ment was to the Jews like a primer to a child.    It
only contained what they were to learn as children*
It clothed in allegories such abstract truths as creation
and the origin of evil.    The primer served the child-
hood of the race, but it was exhausted when Christ
came.    He tore it from the child's hands.    Christ was
the first certain teacher.    Prophecies were fulfilled in
Him, He wrought miracles, He revealed the doctrine
of the resurrection of the dead.    It may not now be
possible to prove Christ's miracles or His resurrection,
or even to know who He was in the mysteries of His
nature and person.    But these have not the same
importance for the recognition of truth which they
once had.    Christ was the first practical teacher, the
first who taught men to live here as believers in a life
to come.     This  doctrine is contained in the New
Testament, the second primer which was given for the